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passes must necessarily give the distinctive character to
the noise, and thus it is possible to decide, from the
character of the noise, the form and mobility of the
spaces in question; and thus the physician is able to
form an opinion, from the respiratory noise which the
stethoscope enables him to hear, upon the healthy state
of the lungs, or to detect a state of disease, such as
obstructions, accumulation of mucus, cavities in the
lungs, etc.

Now, although it is perfectly true that the process of
breathing is generally accomplished in a manner imper-
ceptible to those standing near, yet it often happens that
a person in the vicinity will perceive it to be accom-
panied by very audible noises. Even the hurried
breathing of a person who is excited or out of breath
gives rise to a blowing sound of greater or less intensity,
which we are accustomed to call "panting." A con-
tinued contraction of the air-passages may also cause
the process of breathing to be always accompanied by a
more or less perceptible kind of noise, as, for example,
the local contraction of the windpipe by bronchocele.
A.similar effect is also produced by a passing obstruction
of the orifices of the air-passages, such as, for instance,
is caused by an accumulation of mucus in the nose or
larynx.

Similar effects may also be observed when, from some
passing change in the shape of the cavity, the course of
the air in quiet breathing is -interrupted. The most
generally known and, at the same time, the most in-
teresting forms of this species of noise, are snoring and
groaning.

Snoring is a peculiar noise which is generally ob-
served to accompany inspiration as well as expiration,
particularly in sleep. The conditions necessary for